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Discover two of Utah’s most popular parks, conveniently situated to visit in a single trip.
Established in 1919 Zion was Utah’s first national park and currently sees 4.5 million visitors
annually, while Bryce Canyon gets 2.6 million. Beat the crowds with this guide to hikes and
sights that no one should miss, exploring the canyons, hoodoos, and incomparable vistas
across both destinations.Attractive, all-color guidebook packed with info to help readers choose
activities that meet their interests:Day hikes from 1 to 10 miles, with total elevation gains from 80
to 2200 feetDistances and elevations measured in both US Standard and metricInformation on
park campgrounds and lodgesPark basics: visitor centers, must-see sights and activities,
permits and fees, fun facts, gateway towns, and moreOverview of flora and fauna and the effects
of climate change in each the park

About the AuthorScott Turner is the author of Hike the Parks: Joshua Tree National Park and
Hike the Parks: Zion and Bryce Canyon National Parks, both published by Mountaineers Books.
He has also contributed over 250 trail descriptions across Southern California, the Sierra
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National Parks—Zion, Bryce Canyon, Capitol Reef, Canyonlands, and Arches—stand out as the
“best of the best” where scenic splendor is concerned. And of those five parks, perhaps Zion
and Bryce Canyon, closely connected due to their geographic proximity, draw some of the
highest praise.Due to this close distance, Zion and Bryce Canyon are inextricably linked in the
minds of most visitors. Proximity aside, the parks couldn’t form a stranger pairing owing to the
wildly different geologic formations on display. In anthropomorphic terms, Zion is the stern,
serious older brother given to a life of devotion. Bryce Canyon is the freewheeling younger
brother, given to frivolity and mirth. Taken together, the two parks create one of the most
fascinating and unique outdoor experiences in the United States, offering world-class beauty on
a scale and scope ranging from quiet intimacy to peculiar amusement to incomprehensible
grandeur.ZION NATIONAL PARKZion National Park, at 146,597 acres in size, sits at the
southwestern edge of the Colorado Plateau just northeast of where the plateau melts into the
Mojave Desert. The Virgin River has cut vertically through several of the plateau’s sandstone
layers, creating a deep canyon with multiple crags, spires, cliffs, and arches. Lesser
watercourses create a similar effect at the Kolob Plateau, East Mesa, and Kolob Canyons
regions, and even the park’s minor, nameless tributaries impress nature’s sculptural powers
upon visitors. The names gracing Zion landmarks reflect the canyon’s awe-inspiring character:
The Great White Throne, The West and East Temples, Towers of the Virgin, and the Altar of
Sacrifice. It’s the rare visitor who comes away unmoved by the spectacle of the place.Fall color
adds splashes of gold to Zion Canyon.Four primary roads access the trailheads within Zion.
Kolob Canyons Road accesses the Kolob Canyons area, which occupies the relatively quiet and
isolated northwest corner of the park. Kolob Terrace Road departs from Utah State Route 9 just
east of the village of Virgin, and it meanders north along North Creek before reaching Zion’s high
country surrounding Wildcat Canyon and Lava Point. UT-9 continues east from Virgin to reach
the town of Springdale, where it becomes both Zion Canyon Road and the Zion–Mount Carmel
Highway before passing Zion National Park’s south entrance. Zion Canyon Scenic Drive
continues north for 7 miles into Zion Canyon from the point where it diverges from Zion–Mount
Carmel Highway, although the park closes this road to automobile traffic from Canyon Junction
to the Temple of Sinawava during the spring, summer, and fall. During this closure, Zion Canyon
is only accessible by way of the Zion Canyon Shuttle. The Zion–Mount Carmel Highway splits
from Zion Canyon Road at Canyon Junction, heading east on a jaw-dropping, switchbacking
route that passes through the 1.1-mile Zion–Mount Carmel Tunnel before meandering through
Clear Creek’s canyon toward the park’s east entrance.BRYCE CANYON NATIONAL
PARKContrast Zion’s imposing grandeur with 35,835-acre Bryce Canyon National Park. Bryce
Canyon showcases a rapidly eroding cliffside on the highest layer of the Colorado Plateau about
38 miles northeast from Zion as the California condor flies. The cliffside in question is composed
of pink sandstone eroded into fins, columns, and spires known as “hoodoos.” Whereas Zion
inspires awe, Bryce inspires whimsy and fantasy reflected in names like Fairyland Loop, Queens
Garden, Hat Shop, Rainbow Point, and Peek-a-Boo Loop. Bryce Canyon also features sweeping



vistas of its own across the southern third of Utah, including one of the most expansive views in
the country at Rainbow and Yovimpa Points.A single main road (UT-63) and several side roads
service Bryce Canyon’s trailheads, campgrounds, visitor center, and lodge. UT-63 runs south
from Bryce Canyon City (which is sometimes marked as “Bryce” on maps, and formerly called
Ruby’s Inn) to its terminus at Rainbow Point. Side roads branch off to reach Fairyland Point,
North Campground, Bryce Canyon Lodge, Sunrise Point, Sunset Campground, and Bryce Point.
The park operates a shuttle that services stops between Bryce Canyon City and the visitor
center, as well as Sunrise, Sunset, Inspiration, and Bryce Points (see sidebar on page
33).HUMAN HISTORYAs with most regions of the American Southwest, the human history at
both parks has followed a common pattern. Millennia of indigenous habitation preceded a period
of pioneer expansion and homesteading followed by periods of resource extraction. The
resource extraction periods ultimately led to conservation—and the establishment of national
parks, national forests, national monuments, and Bureau of Land Management jurisdictions that
created the patchwork quilt of public land intermingled with private land across southern Utah
that we see today.Zion’s original inhabitants were a nomadic people who tracked the North
American continent’s large game across Utah’s high plains. As the climate changed and humans
eradicated the ancient mammoths, sloths, and camels, smaller game became the target of
these hunter-gatherers until dwindling resources forced the indigenous peoples to adapt to an
agricultural lifestyle fed by the reliable flow of the Virgin River. Anthropologists refer to these
peoples as the Ancestral Puebloan people.Drought then displaced the Ancestral Puebloans,
who migrated southeast. In their place came the Paiute peoples, whose original domain
extended as far west as California’s Sierra Nevada. The Paiute were better adapted to life in the
desert, and with the availability of water from Zion’s watercourses, they thrived in the region until
encounters with Mormon pioneers and explorers such as John Wesley Powell heralded the
beginning of their decline and displacement.FEDERAL PROTECTION FOR THE PARKSBy
1909, many of the indigenous Paiute were either displaced or deceased, and both pioneers and
commercial interests had left an impact upon the landscape. President Howard Taft invoked the
Antiquities Act to protect the canyon—then known as Mukuntuweap Canyon—as Mukuntuweap
National Monument. A decade later, the national monument received national park status by an
act of Congress, and the acting director of the fledgling National Park Service, Horace Albright,
fearing that the word “Mukuntuweap” would be too difficult for visitors to pronounce, rechristened
the park “Zion” after the Mormon name. Later expansions, which included the Kolob Canyons
and much of Kolob Terrace, were added in 1956.The natural arch at Fairview Point (Hike
39)Bryce Canyon National Park owes its name to a particular Mormon pioneer by the name of
Ebenezer Bryce. Ebenezer and his wife, Mary, settled in the area now known as Bryce Canyon
where he grazed and occasionally lost cattle within the myriad gullies and hoodoos of Bryce
Amphitheater. Nearby settlers in Tropic Valley began referring to the colorful area as “Bryce’s
Canyon,” and that name eventually formalized into Bryce Canyon.Bryce Canyon received its
federal protection in 1923 when conservationists, concerned about the damage caused by



logging and cattle ranching, persuaded Warren G. Harding to invoke the Antiquities Act to
designate the canyon as a national monument. Five years later, Congress legislated the creation
of the national park. With the subsequent completion of the Zion–Mount Carmel Tunnel, the
connection between Zion and Bryce Canyon was established, leading to the close association
between the parks that visitors enjoy today.GEOLOGYAs you wander through these red rock
wonderlands, you may find yourself asking, “How did it get to be like this?” The answer to that
question reveals a dramatic history of flooding, ice ages, warm epochs, and tectonic
collisions.The Colorado Plateau spans 240,000 square miles across the geographic region
known as the Four Corners, which refers to the unique political boundary shared by Utah,
Colorado, New Mexico, and Arizona. The plateau’s western and southern edge includes the
Grand Staircase formation, an ascending series of sandstone layers of different composition
and color that extends north from the Grand Canyon and culminates at Bryce Canyon. This vast
formation showcases spectacular examples of what happens when time and water interact with
sandstone.During the Paleozoic era (550 to 250 million years ago), vast bodies of water
periodically flooded and retreated from the ancient landscape that predated the plateau. With
each incursion, these seas collected sediment carried down from ancient mountain ranges. As
the seas retreated, they left behind their layers of sediment. This process repeated over millions
of years, and subsequent layers of sediment with slightly different compositions began to pile up
in a sort of geologic layer cake. One of these layers, the Navajo Sandstone layer, is composed of
remnants of the largest sand dune known to have existed on the planet. Navajo Sandstone is at
its thickest (over 2000 feet!) within Zion National Park. Although Navajo Sandstone often has a
pink or red hue, much of the iron responsible for creating those hues has leached out of Zion’s
Navajo Sandstone, creating the White Cliffs, visible at elevations above 5500 feet.Be sure to see
how you measure up to fossilized dinosaur tracks along the Left Fork North Creek (Hike
4)Beginning about 66 million years ago, a period of mountain building caused by continental
plates colliding lifted the interior of the American Southwest between 5000 and 10,000 feet of
elevation. The resulting uplift caused the Colorado River to flow more swiftly downhill from its
origins in the Rocky Mountains of Colorado. The river’s stronger flow cut through the various
layers of the Colorado Plateau like a knife through a birthday cake, creating the Grand Canyon.
Many lesser watercourses, including the Virgin River, assisted in this long-term carving project,
cutting a vast network of canyons into the plateau’s southwestern reaches.One of Bryce
Canyon’s largest hoodoos towers over Yellow Creek Canyon.Aided by frequent flash flooding
and occasional wet epochs, the Virgin River carved through 7000 feet of sedimentary rock on
the southwestern margin of the Colorado Plateau, creating Zion Canyon. The occasionally
extreme flow of the Virgin, combined with the soft composition of some of the sandstone layers,
accounts for some of the highest sheer cliffs in the world—a major attraction for rock climbers.
Layers above and below the Navajo sandstone, including the Vermillion Layer and the Carmel
Formation, add color to the canyon walls, with the Vermillion Layer providing the canyon’s
signature blood-red hues. Tributaries of the Virgin, including La Verkin Creek, North Creek, and



Clear Creek, have carved out lesser canyons that offer plenty of additional scenic beauty,
including memorable formations such as the Kolob Canyons, The Subway, and the White
Cliffs.As you head east from Zion National Park on Utah State Route 9 and then north on US
Highway 89, you gain elevation as you pass through the Grey Cliffs before reaching the base of
the penultimate layer, a soft formation of brilliant pink rock generally referred to as the Pink Cliffs,
and more specifically as the Claron Formation. Water coursing over the edge of the Pink Cliffs
has carved out countless gullies, creating fins, ridges, and free-standing rock pinnacles capped
with more erosion-resistant rock known as hoodoos. These formations are most apparent at Red
Canyon, Cedar Breaks National Monument, and of course, Bryce Canyon National Park. Bryce
Canyon, in particular, contains some of the most memorable examples of these geologic
formations within Bryce Amphitheater.FLORA AND FAUNAThanks to the wide elevation spread,
countless microhabitats created by the region’s myriad canyons, and an intersection with several
regional biotic zones, both parks boast a rich biodiversity.FLORA: LIFE AT THE
CROSSROADSZion National Park contains more than one thousand different species of plants
across a mosaic of habitats, while Bryce Canyon National Park’s higher elevations harbor
montane species as a sort of “island in the sky” towering above a much drier desert region.The
Zion Desert. The lowest and hottest of these plant communities can be found within Zion’s
southern desert region. Drought-tolerant plants thrive in this sunny, often scorching climate.
Shrubs such as Great Basin sagebrush and cacti species such as claret cup, purple torch, and
prickly pear are common.Pinyon-Juniper Belt. The pinyon-juniper belt, which extends from 4000
feet to about 7000 feet in dry exposed locations of the higher elevations, consists primarily of
single-leaf pinyon and Utah juniper and has a close association with the desert shrublands. This
biotic zone extends from the higher elevations of the desert and becomes dominant as one
gains elevation. Many of the benches and slopes in the lower elevations of Zion Canyon, as well
as the Kolob Canyons, feature predominantly pinyon-juniper forest. Other features of the desert
shrub community, including sagebrush and cactus, persist throughout the pinyon-juniper
belt.Coniferous Forest. As you gain elevation from about 5000 to 7000 feet, ponderosa pines
and Douglas firs begin to appear before replacing pinyons and junipers as the predominant
forest species at the higher elevations. Throughout the cliffs and canyons of Zion Canyon, you
will find isolated copses and individual trees clinging to life in creative ways, but as you top out at
the high mesas above the canyon, large forests dominated by ponderosa pine become more
common.A ponderosa pine stands tall by the East Rim Trail in Zion (Hike 25).High-Elevation
Forest. As you climb to about 7000 feet and higher, a greater mixture of coniferous species,
including white fir and finally, bristlecone pines at Bryce Canyon’s highest elevations, join the
forest in the upper montane zone. Deciduous species including Gambel oak and quaking aspen
adorn the forests, creating beautiful fall color displays during late September and early October.
Grassy meadows and occasional wet meadows created by streams and springs punctuate the
forest canopy.Riparian Habitats. Riparian, or “water loving,” communities of plants hug the
watercourses within both parks. Many tree species in the riparian zone are deciduous, which is a



waterdependent botanical luxury most desert species can’t afford. These deciduous species
brighten the canyons with brilliant green in spring and in fall strike a golden contrast against the
canyon walls. In the lower elevations, graceful Fremont cottonwoods cast deep pools of shade
while their heart-shaped leaves rustle in the slightest breeze. Various species of willows,
bigtooth maples, box elders, several species of willows, and water birches can also be found
along the creeks, dry streams, and rivers at Zion.Bigtooth mapleFAUNA: ADAPTED TO THE
DESERTSuch a great array of botanical diversity corresponds with similar diversity in the parks’
animal species. Zion National Park is home to 78 species of mammals, 291 species of birds, 37
species of reptiles and amphibians, and 8 species of fish. The smaller Bryce Canyon hosts 59
species of mammals, 175 species of birds, 11 species of reptiles, and 4 species of amphibians.
Due to the parks’ adjacent locations, there is a great deal of overlapping fauna, although there
are several standout species associated with each park.Mammals. The most conspicuous and
commonly encountered mammals at Zion include mule deer and several species of ground
squirrel and chipmunk. Daytime visitors are less likely to experience the full scope of Zion’s
animal life since many of the park’s animals are most active during the evening, early morning,
and night. These crepuscular and nocturnal species have adapted to the desert’s oppressive
heat by hunting and foraging during cooler hours, and if you were a nighttime fly on the canyon
wall, you might witness gray foxes, porcupines, ringtail cats, skunks, raccoons, badgers, bats,
and the elusive mountain lion. Lucky visitors traveling through Zion’s highlands may encounter
bighorn sheep. These graceful creatures prefer steep, rocky terrain where they can employ their
impressive agility for a quick getaway.Bryce Canyon’s higher elevations include many of the
same mammals you will find at Zion, including mule deer, ringtail cats, porcupines, raccoons,
and coyotes. But thanks to the park’s higher elevation, you may also spot Utah prairie dogs
cavorting in their meadow towns, pronghorns browsing in the evening, the occasional black
bear, and even Rocky Mountain elk.A herd of bighorn sheep near Checkerboard Mesa in Zion
(Hike 24)Black Bears. Black bears occasionally wander into both parks. Although many hikers
experience a certain amount of fear at the prospect of a bear encounter, bears are infinitely more
interested in human food than in turning humans into food. If you’re backpacking in the parks,
especially in Bryce Canyon, you will need to bring a bear-proof canister to ensure that a hungry
bear doesn’t come along and pilfer your food supply in the middle of the night. It’s also wise to
avoid leaving food or any other scented items (which include non-food items) inside your car if
you’re going to be away for any extended period of time. Black bears are accomplished burglars,
and don’t think that something as insignificant as a locked door or closed window will stand
between a bear and a turkey sandwich.Reptiles. The most commonly encountered of the park’s
reptiles include a variety of lizard species, which are often seen scurrying among rocks or
basking in the sun. Most of Zion’s snakes are nocturnal, and you aren’t likely to see one unless
you’re hiking early or late. Zion contains one venomous snake, the western rattlesnake. Although
you’ll find more information on rattlesnakes in the safety section, keep in mind that these
reclusive reptiles are reluctant to engage with humans, and if left alone they will not attack. Give



them a wide berth, and the worst you’ll get from them is a quick jolt of adrenaline.Bryce
Canyon’s colder climate makes the environment less conducive to cold-blooded reptiles
requiring warmth to survive. However, eleven different reptiles, including one species of
rattlesnake do appear within the park during the warmer months.Birds. Zion features several
species of raptors, including peregrine falcons, golden and bald eagles, turkey vultures, wild
turkeys, a number of hawk species, and a wide array of songbirds. The most impressive of the
raptors is the endangered California condor, which has seen its population begin to recover after
nearly becoming extinct in the early 1980s. Zion participates in an ambitious program that has
helped restore condor populations from 22 individuals in 1982 to nearly 400 condors across
California, Baja California, Arizona, and southwest Utah. Condors, like peregrine falcons, are cliff
dwellers, and eagle-eyed visitors may spy the massive birds soaring on air currents high above
the canyon’s cliffs.Thanksgiving is no threat to protected animals within Bryce Canyon.Many of
Bryce Canyon’s bird species are transitory visitors who appear during specific seasons. The
park shares many birds in common with Zion National Park, including peregrine falcons, bald
eagles, and golden eagles.Endangered Species. In addition to the California condor and
peregrine falcon, Zion National Park also harbors a handful of other endangered species,
including the Mojave desert tortoise, the Mexican spotted owl, and the southwestern willow
flycatcher.Although no longer listed as endangered, the Utah prairie dogs that reside in Bryce
Canyon National Park were recently downgraded to a threatened species thanks to the
successful establishment of colonies from populations within the park. Despite the success,
prairie dog populations across Utah remain a critical concern, and it is possible that the species
could become endangered again.ZION, BRYCE CANYON, AND CLIMATE
CHANGEEcosystems within the American Southwest have always survived by a thin margin due
to natural periods of prolonged heat and drought. The impacts of climate change in this region
can be summed up in two words: warmer and drier. Increased daytime and nighttime heat,
combined with diminished seasonal rainfall, both mean higher stress for vegetation in an already
arid climate. The resulting increase in drought stress leads to increased vegetation mortality. As
vegetation dies or becomes drier, it becomes more prone to widespread fire outbreaks similar to
the fires that destroyed thousands of acres on the Horse Pasture Plateau in 2007. Today, much
of the landscape on the Horse Pasture Plateau and on East Mesa is in a state of fire recovery,
with numerous dead trees standing as monuments to the inferno. These same temperature
increases lead to wildlife displacement, and some species, such as the American pika in Zion
National Park, may disappear from the parks entirely.MUST-SEE SIGHTS AND
ACTIVITIESAlthough both parks feature a number of hikes that one can easily argue are “must-
see,” they also include a number of non-hiking destinations and activities that fall into the “must-
see” category. This section gives you a sense of how to prioritize your agenda for a first-time visit
while also giving you ideas for subsequent visits.ZION NATIONAL PARKWhile much of Zion’s
scenery is best viewed on foot, there are a number of must-see destinations that visitors can
enjoy with only a modest amount of walking. Of course, nobody can talk about “must-see”



activities in Zion without mentioning its two most famous hikes—Angels Landing and The
Narrows.Kolob Canyons. At this isolated and usually quiet corner of Zion National Park, various
tributaries of La Verkin Creek have carved distinct finger canyons bound by soaring red
sandstone buttes into the western edge of the Kolob Terrace. The hiking trails in this section
tend to receive less visitation, and the La Verkin Creek Trail leads to one of the largest
freestanding arches in the world, Kolob Arch. If you aren’t in the mood for a hike, stop at the
Kolob Canyons viewpoint at the end of Kolob Canyons Road to survey the finger canyons.Lava
Point. This lofty volcanic promontory surveys a vast landscape of plateaus incised by deep
canyons. The views alone are worth the trip, but the drive along Kolob Terrace is worth taking
even if you don’t go all the way to the point. Several groves of aspen, along with vast thickets of
Gambel oak and maple, create a beautiful fall color display beginning in early October and
lasting into early November. Several trailheads along Kolob Terrace Road, including the Right
Fork, Left Fork, Hop Valley, Wildcat Canyon, and West Rim Trailheads, provide opportunities for
long hiking trips or short strolls to stretch the legs.Zion Human History Museum. The museum
showcases Zion’s human history, ranging from prehistoric indigenous habitation of the region
through pioneer settlement and into the park’s century-long history. The museum also carries a
heavy emphasis on water, which, despite the omnipresence of impressive sandstone
formations, may be the single most important element in the park’s human, geologic, and natural
histories.Zion Canyon Scenic Drive. Although this scenic drive is only possible as a drive during
the quiet winter months, you can take a shuttle to explore a number of destinations at any one of
the nine shuttle stops between the Zion National Park Visitor Center and the Temple of
Sinawava (see sidebar on page 33). For some hikes, such as the Grotto Trail and the Banks of
the Virgin River Trail, you can use the shuttle for point-to-point routes. Thanks to the lack of
automobile traffic, cycling is a popular activity on Zion Canyon Scenic Drive.A breezy spring
morning on the Chinle Trail (Hike 9)Angels Landing. Perhaps one of the most thrilling hiking
experiences in either park, this exhilarating summit ascent climbs a beautifully engineered trail
before reaching a famously narrow ridge where cables enable hikers to traverse a thin ledge of
sandstone. At the end of this ledge lies a peak with incredible views.Zion Narrows. Zion’s other
hallmark hiking route penetrates the narrow confines of Zion Canyon, where sheer cliffs rise
directly from the banks of the Virgin River. Although the full day hike may be out of reach for
more casual hikers, just about all visitors—even those wheelchair bound—can follow the paved
Riverside Walk to the beginning of The Narrows to get a taste of this impressive geologic
spectacle.Zion–Mount Carmel Tunnel and Canyon Overlook. Completed in 1930, this 1.1-mile
tunnel solved a major challenge as to where to place a road that would connect Zion Canyon
with the upper reaches of Clear Creek Canyon and beyond to Bryce Canyon. Although you can’t
stop within the tunnel, even the short drive through it is memorable. The popular Canyon
Overlook Trail, a short route leading to a stunning viewpoint, awaits at the eastern end. Please
note that larger vehicles require a permit to enter, since the road is too curvy and narrow for
them to safely navigate two-way traffic. The park adjusts traffic from two-way to one-way at



certain times of the day to accommodate larger vehicles.BRYCE CANYON NATIONAL PARKIf
you’re looking to prioritize your time in Bryce Canyon, these three road-accessible destinations
and one hike (Queens Garden) belong at the top of your list.Bryce Amphitheater Viewpoints.
Five separate viewpoints dot the rim of Bryce Amphitheater, offering unique vantages into the
wilderness of hoodoos below. The Rim Trail connects each of the viewpoints running from
Fairyland Point south to Bryce Point, with stops at Sunrise Point, Sunset Point, and Inspiration
Point. Early birds will be rewarded with spectacular sunrises setting the pink sandstone
wonderland ablaze with golden light.The Sinking Ship in Bryce Canyon drowning in a sea of
hoodoosQueens Garden. Bryce Canyon’s marquee hike takes you to some of Bryce
Amphitheater’s most memorable features, including Thor’s Hammer, the Queen Victoria hoodoo,
and the Queens Garden itself. This hike is easy enough for most hikers, and if you only have
time for one hike in Bryce Canyon, this is the one to do.Rainbow Point. Bryce Canyon’s highest
point boasts some of the most impressive views in the entire park. On clear days, the vistas here
can extend all the way south to the Grand Canyon, earning this viewpoint the distinction of
having one of the farthest views in the United States. Stretch your legs on the short Bristlecone
Loop, which meanders through a grove of ancient bristlecone pines before reaching a
promontory where you can scan the expansive Grand Staircase–Escalante National Monument
from west to east.Bryce Canyon Dark Sky. Thanks to Bryce Canyon’s remote location relative to
population centers, the park enjoys some of the darkest skies in the country. On a clear,
moonless night, as many as 7500 stars are visible, and the Milky Way sweeps across the sky in
a graceful, shimmering arc. The park offers a number of interpretive programs, which include
stargazing and educational multimedia programs catering to visitors young and old.ZION AND
BRYCE SHUTTLE SYSTEMSThe Zion Canyon Shuttle conveys passengers between Zion
Canyon Visitor Center and Temple of Sinawava. Visitors can board the shuttle at the visitor
center and exit at any stop between the two terminuses. The separate Springdale Shuttle
conveys passengers between Majestic View Hotel and Zion Canyon Village, where visitors can
take a short walk back to the visitor center.Bryce Canyon’s shuttle operates similarly, with the
shuttle conveying visitors between Bryce Canyon Visitor Center to Bryce Point with stops at
several popular destinations along the way. An additional shuttle carries passengers from stops
around Bryce Canyon City to Bryce Canyon Visitor Center.Geology at its most flamboyant on the
Peek-a-Boo Loop (Hike 36)PLANNING YOUR TRIP
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Jaime, “Great hiking guide!. This is my third hiking guide I have purchased that Scott Turner has
written (Hike the Parks Joshua Tree and Afoot & Afield in San Diego were the first two). Just like
the other two guides, Hike the Parks: Zion & Bruce Canyon is an amazing hiking guide book!
Scott Turner really knows how to write these books in a way that is organized, easy to navigate,
entertaining, and have the right amount of information. Some of the information, in addition to the
trail stats, in this guide include:- Camping options- Visitor center information- Must see sights-
Permit & fee information- Flora & fauna- Other fun factsThe hikes are broken down by area,
mileage, elevation gain, and difficulty so you are able to choose what hike works best for you
based on what you’re looking for. Scott describes the highlights of each hike as well which make
choosing what hikes to do based on my interests easier for me.I highly recommend picking this
guide up if you’re planning a trip to Zion/Bryce Canyon NP. It will make planning your trip so
much easier!”

Ebook Library Reader, “Highly Recommend. Great book for first and repeat visitors! Such great
details, hidden gems and fun facts throughout!”

J. D., “Great guide to Zion and Bryce. Great guide for visiting Zion and Bryce! The author, Scott,
also hosts helpful online discussions with the latest updates. So glad I had this guide to help me
make the most of my time in the parks. My favorite hike was to Kolob Arch, a lesser used area of
Zion. Absolutely beautiful!”

The book by Scott Turner has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 24 people have provided feedback.
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